. Its water displacement volume (57.5 ml) was 35% greater than those of the other three eggs (42.6 ml) collected that year. Aging the embryos against a reference collection of embryos of American Kestrels (F&o sparverius) indicated that one embryo was about 22 days old and the other was about 24 days old. Two distinct yolks were present but that of the younger embryo was considerably more deteriorated and decomposed. Although the embryos had survived well into the fourth quarter of incubation, one had died and may have polluted the egg sufficiently to cause death of the second embryo. Romanoff and Romanoff (1972) found two peaks ofmortality in twin chicken embryos, one about one-third of the way through incubation and the other near hatching. The second peak appeared to be related to difficulty in pipping caused by either rupture of the yolk sac or the inverted position.
